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FROM: 


~ ~~ 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 


SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT 


DATE October 25, 1996 


OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE FILE NO. 


WILLIAM T. STONICH, COMMANDER TO: JACK SCULLY, CAPTAIN 
PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS LENNOX STATION 
AND, TRAINING DIVISION 


whiz Sor 


SUBJECT: EXECUTIVE FORCE REVIEW COMMITTEE FINDINGS AND 


RECOMMENDATIONS--HIT SHOOTING, MAY 17, 1996, 
IAB REVIEW #010376 


The purpose of this memo is to notify you of the review committee’s findings and 
recommendations concerning the hit shooting incident which occurred on May 17, 1996. 


The committee met on October 24, 1996 and consisted of myself and Commanders Robert 
R. Pash (Detective Division) and Patrick J. Holland (Court Services Division). The 
committee determined that the use of deadly force by Deputies Joseph Acevedo, 

and Mario Jimenez, "Im within Department policy. Please advise the deputies of 
this finding. 


Accompanying this memo is the original PSTD Response Team package which contains 
the IAB and Training Bureau reports. Please evaluate the included material, complete and 
sign the enclosed form documenting your recommendations and actions, and return the 
PSTD Response Team package to me through your division chief within 30 days. 
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EXHIBITS A Through B 


LOS ANGI_ES COUNTY - SHERIFF’S Di 'ARTMENT 
DEPUTY INVOLVED 


SHOOTER 
EMPLOYEE'S NAME 


ACEVEDO, Joseph 


RANK 
Deputy Sheriff 


EMPLOYEE NO. UNIT AND DIVISION / REGION OF ASSIGNMENT 
Lennox Station/FOR II 


SEX RACE HEIGHT WEIGHT DATE OF BIRTH AGE 
M Hispanic aa = 
DUTY STATUS HIRE DATE 
On duty 04-09-86 
UNIFORM RAID JACKET PLAIN CLOTHES VEST 
Modified N/A NIA YES 
INJURED DECEASED | CORONER'S CASE NO. 
NO 


DESCRIPTION OF INJURIES 
NONE 


WAS THE DEPUTY IMMEDIATELY REMOVED FROM THE SCENE? 


WAS THE DEPUTY SEQUESTERED PRIOR TO THE INTERVIEW? 
WHERE? Lennox Station staf office 


SUPERVISED BY: Detective Richard Cohen 


WEAPON USED 
TYPE AUTHORIZED 
9mm Beretta Department issued 


AMMUNITION TYPE AUTHORIZED 
Winchester 9mm Lugar Department issued 


RANGE QUALIFICATION (LAST DATE) NO. OF ROUNDS FIRED BY DEPUTY NO. OF HITS 
Four (4) Four (4) 


DEPUTY'S TOXICOLOGY 
UNDER THE INFLUENCE 


TEST FOR CAUSE ORDERED ORDERED BY 


DEPUTY INVOLVED Ww 
-— Continued 


12-20-92 to Present | FOR Il/Lennox Station 
iud 


| i 
PRIOR SHOOTING INCIDENTS (ALL KNOWN INCIDENTS WHERE DEPUTY HAS DISCHARGED A WEAPON 
INCLUDING ACCIDENTAL DISCHARGES AND SHOTS FIRED AT ANIMALS OR HUMANS) 


-2- ACEVEDO, EMP#246531 


LOS ANGE_°S COUNTY - SHERIFF'S DE_\RTMENT 
DEPUTY INVOLVED 


SHOOTER 
EMPLOYEE'S NAME 


JIMENEZ, Mario 


RANK EMPLOYEE NO. UNIT AND DIVISION / REGION OF ASSIGNMENT 
Deputy vee Lennox Station/FOR II 


RACE HEIGHT WEIGHT DATE OF BIRTH 


M Hispanic za | | | 


DUTY STATUS HIRE DATE 
On Duty 06-29-89 


UNIFORM RAID JACKET PLAIN CLOTHES VEST 
Modified N/A N/A YES 


INJURED DECEASED CORONER'S CASE NO. 
NO - 


DESCRIPTION OF INJURIES 
NONE 


WAS THE DEPUTY IMMEDIATELY REMOVED FROM THE SCENE? yes [X ] NO 


WAS THE DEPUTY SEQUESTERED PRIOR TO THE INTERVIEW? 
WHERE? Lennox Station Staff Office 


SUPERVISED BY: Detective Richard Cohen 


WEAPON USED 
TYPE AUTHORIZED 
9mm Beretta Department issued 


AMMUNITION TYPE AUTHORIZED 
Winchester 9mm Lugar Department issued 


RANGE QUALIFICATION (LAST DATE) NO. OF ROUNDS FIRED BY DEPUTY NO. OF HITS 
ONE (1) ONE (1) 


DEPUTY'S TOXICOLOGY 
UNDER THE INFLUENCE TEST FOR CAUSE ORDERED ORDERED BY 


LASER VILLAGE TRAINING (LAST DATE) 


DEPUTY INVOLVED 
= Continued Ls 


PRIOR SHOOTING INCIDENTS (ALL KNOWN INCIDENTS WHERE DEPUTY HAS DISCHARGED A WEAPON 
INCLUDING ACCIDENTAL DISCHARGES AND SHOTS FIRED AT ANIMALS OR HUMANS) 


JIMENEZ, EMP#285033 


LOS ANGE, :S COUNTY - SHERIFF'S DE, ARTMENT 
SUSPECT/SUBJECT 


LAST NAME FIRST NAME 
ROCHA Jesus 

idm EN 

SEX: RACE HEIGHT. WEIGHT D.OB. AGE DECEASED 
M Hispanic 5-07 185 03-05-39 57 YES 


INJURED DESCRIPTION OF INJURIES 


UNDER THE INFLUENCE 
UNKNOWN 


Four shots to the front of his body 


SUSPECT’S TOXICOLOGY 


TYPE OF SUBSTANCE 


ARMED 
YES 


LAB TEST CONDUCTED 


TYPE OF WEAPON 
Super .38-Semi-automatic 


NUMBER OF SHOTS FIRED BY SUSPECT 
none 


NUMBER OF HITS 
none 


SUSPECT VEHICLE 
none 


CRIMINAL HISTORY (ATTACH COPY OF RAPS) 


SUMMARY OF INCIDENT 


INCIDENT SUMMARY 


The summary of this incident is based upon the Complaint report, supplemental reports, and 
interviews contained in this package (EXHIBIT A). 


On May 17, 1996, at approximately 1600 hours, Sergeants Maria Burwell and Je Greene, alon; 
ith E Ben Nottingham, of Internal Affairs Bureau, went ais 
Lennox Station area, regarding deputies involved in a hit shooting. The suspect, 
Jesus Maldonado Rocha, M/H/57, was fatally wounded. Deputies Joseph Acevedo, T. and 
Mario Jimenez, Aae assigned to the Community Oriented Problem Solving Unit (COPS), 
Unit 34F. They had escorted a truant student, M/H/12, home and while at his 
residence, they became involved in an altercation with the suspect over control of a handgun which 
he pointed at Deputy Jimenez. Both deputies fired their weapons at the suspect, striking him four 
times. The suspect was transported via ambulance to Centinella Hospital where he was 
pronounced dead. 


At approximately 1255 hours, Acevedo and Jimenez along with a civilian observer, 
Iwere northbound on Inglewood Avenue. As they cr 104th Street they observed 


whom they knew to be a chronic truant. They contacted] who told them that he was 
sick and m verify i EO directed the deputies to his apartment, BM 
Exhibit B). 


The deputies knocked on the front door, which was opened by Rocha, who stood behind the door 
and invited them in. The deputies followed [J into the nt and contacted his — | 
| DO was seated in the kitchen. Otsen BÉ on the porch by 
the open door. As the deputies were conversing with Rocha, who was dressed in 
camouflage clothing, stepped out from behind the door. Acevedo turned to face Rocha and saw that 
he was holding a bundle of money and a radio scanner. When Acevedo asked Rocha what he had 


in his hands, Rocha handed the items to him. Acevedo instructed him to sit on the couch and Rocha 
complied. Acevedo then placed the money and scanner on the couch next to Rocha. 


While on the couch, Rocha began to move about and appeared to be "stuffing" something into the 
seam of the couch. Acevedo ordered Rocha to stop moving and he responded by saying he didn't 
have anything and held his hands out to show nim Bove from the kitchen to a hallway 
and Jimenez followed her, checking the area to see if anyone else was in the apartment. At the 
same time, Rocha stood up and quickly moved diagonally across the room turned his back to the 
wall and pulled a .38 caliber semi-automatic pistol from his rear waistband area. Jimenez 
simultaneously drew his weapon and stepped toward Rocha, grabbing his right wrist. Both 
deputies yelled at Rocha to drop the weapon, however, he did not comply. Acevedo could see 
Rocha moving the weapon toward Jimenez’ head, and believing Rocha was going to shoot his 
partner, Acevedo fired two rounds from his Department issued Berretta striking Rocha. Rocha, 
stumbled back away from Jimenez, lowered the weapon to his waist and pointed it at Jimenez. 
Fearing that he was about to be shot, Jimenez fired one round at Rocha, as Acevedo fired two more 
rounds. Rocha fell back onto a table and dropped the weapon, which was immediately recovered 
by Jimenez. 
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IAB NOTE: Rocha’s weapon was checked by Homicide Bureau Investigators and 
determined to be a “Auto Ordinance” .38 calibre semi-automatic blue steel 
pistol. (Exhibit B) There were nine live rounds in the magazine and 
none in the chamber. 


Both deputies initiated an emergency broadcasted via their 480 radios, and requested paramedics 
and an ambulance. Suspect Rocha was subsequently transported to Centinella Hospital, where he 
was pronounced dead at 1332 hours, by E.R. Staff Physician, Dr. Chapman. 


Witnesses | 1 »e — ES interviewed by Homicide Investigators and 
related substantially the same story. Each indicated that the incident occurred very quickly, and 
estimated the elapsed time, from the deputies initial knock on the door, to the shooting, was less 
than a minute. 


| claimed that she was in the bathroom and did not see the confrontation. She said that as 
she walked through the hall into the living room, she heard four shots and saw Jimenez shoot once 
at Rocha. 


who was standing outside on the stoop in the open doorway, stated substantially the 
same as the deputies. She added that when Rocha pulled the gun out, she was scared that he was 
going to shoot the deputies. 


| — Nm that he was standing in the living room by the hallway door and saw Rocha pull the 
gun out from his back. — thought Rocha fired one shot from his gun and that the shot hit 
Jimenez. 


On May 21, 1996, an autopsy was performed on Suspect Rocha by Dr. Irwin Golden. The doctor 
indicated that Rocha was struck four times by bullets fired into the front of his body. The bullets 
struck his left stomach area at the waist line, his left upper chest, his right upper chest and his left 
cheek. Dr. Golden determined the cause of death to be multiple gunshot wounds. 
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LOS ANGE ^S COUNTY - SHERIFF'S DE  ARTMENT 


WITNESS LIST 


SWORN AND DEPT EMPLOYEES TO INCLUDE NAME, RANK, EMPLOYEE NUMBER, UNIT, AND DIVISION/REGION OF 
ASSIGNMENT - ALL OTHER WITNESSES TO INCLUDE NAME, ADDRESS (BUSINESS AND HOME) AND TELEPHONE # 


witness# 1 JIMENEZ, Mario 


Lennox Station 


was interviewed on May 16, 1996 byDeputy Raffa, of Homicide Bureau. The interview was 
tape recorded. 


witness#2__ ACEVEDO, Joseph 
Deputy Sheriff 
Lennox Station 


was interviewed on May 16, 1996 by Deputy Raffa of Homicide Bureau. The interview was 
tape recorded. 


WITNESS # 3 


was interviewed on May 16, 1996 at by Deputy Raffa of Homicide Bureau. The interview 
was tape recorded. 


WITNESS # 4 


was interviewed on May 16, 1996 by Deputy Raffa of Homicide Bureau. The interview was 
tape recorded. 


NOTE: THIS LIST ONLY CONTAINS THOSE WITNESSES PERSONALLY INTERVIEWED BY I.A.B. INVESTIGATORS. 
SEE ATTACHED REPORTS AND DOCUMENTS FOR POSSIBLE ADDITIONAL WITNESSES. 


